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1. What is the current state of Food Security?



2. Is UAE Food secure?



3. How did UAE reach number 21 in Global Food Security Index 

despite  the obvious challenges?



4. What is unique about UAE’s food Security Policy?



5. What is the role of Emirates Food Security Council?



6. What are the synergies between UAE and India?



Sudhakar Tomar, a social entrepreneur in the food and agriculture business, Chairman & 

Managing Director Hakan Agro DMCC, one of the largest agricultural and food commodities 

origination and supply chain companies in the Arabian Peninsula, champions issues of 

Farmer's Rights, Food Security and Malnutrition. An advisor to various governments & 

multilateral bodies on food policy, and the Board Member of Food Trade Group of DMCC ( 

Government of Dubai), Indian Chamber of Commerce, Lithuania, EU and The CXO Alliance, 

he has won several awards including Forbes Top 100 Indian Leaders in the Arab World in 

2019, 2018, 2017 & 2016, Global Agriculture Award (2019) from Indian Chamber of Food & 

Agriculture,’ Globoil Award (2019) for CSR & Championing Farmers Rights,  'Business 

Leader of the year' (2016) from the DMCC - Government of Dubai,  'Visionary Leadership of 

the Year ( 2018) from Republic TV, Outstanding contribution Award (2017) from Ministry of 

Commerce, Government of India, 'Arabian Business Indian CEO 2016 Award ' and ‘ 

Indywood Pravasi Ratna Award' (2017). Let's see what he has to say!



We are far away from being food secure if we go by the technical definition of Food security 

which is defined as when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access 

to sufficient, safe and nutritious food which meets their dietary needs and food preferences 

for an active and healthy life.  Although theoretically enough food is available for 7.8 billion 

people on the planet unfortunately  Right Food at the Right Time at the Right Place and 

most importantly at the Right Price is still not available.  Almost a billion people suffer from 

hunger and do not have access to clean drinking water resulting in 35,000 deaths every day. 

Ironically over 2 Billion people suffer from obesity and almost 1.3 billion tonnes of edible 

food worth US$ 2.6 Trillion is wasted which otherwise could feed 3 billion people. Food & 

Agriculture are a 5 trillion dollar food system essential for our survival. The whole world 

needs to take some serious steps to fix these global anomalies for a sustainable future. 



Less than 4% UAE’s land is fit for agriculture and lack of fresh water,  intense summer heat, 

low rainfall and periodic locust swarms pose major challenges to the agriculture. Because of 

these problems, UAE considers food security a critical part of homeland security and even 

has a dedicated Minister of Food Security & Climate Change 



Despite the challenges, UAE features very high in the Global Food Security Index and 

recently climbed to 21st position amongst 113 countries. Every year about 14 Million Tons 

of Food & Beverages is available in UAE from local and imported sources and more than 560 

local factories churn up over 6 Million Tons of food products making UAE a food secure 

place. 



The Global Food Security Index considers the core issues of affordability, availability, and 

quality across a set of 113 countries. The index is a dynamic quantitative and qualitative 

benchmarking model, constructed from 34 unique indicators. This index examines food 

security comprehensively across the three internationally established dimensions, namely: 

affordability, availability and quality and safety. A fourth dimension that is also weighted is 

natural resources and resilience. Due to the limited supply of arable land, water, and a heavy 

reliance on imported food, food security has become a key policy priority for the UAE. 

Despite importing about 90% of its food supplies, the UAE has considered food secure due 

to its capacity to purchase food on the international market even if at higher costs. However, 

food security remains a concern, particularly on a long-term basis, due to supply challenges 

for production and importation. 



The degree of any country’s food security is a combination of its natural endowments and its 

forward-thinking strategies. Even countries that are able to be self-sufficient require 

strategies that will enable them to withstand acute crises or threats. Any successful food 

security strategy must incorporate policies that focus on multi-pronged approaches such as, 

self-sufficiency, trade, resilience, and sustainability. According to the      Global Food 

Security Index (FSI), the five most food-secure countries in the world are the United States, 

Ireland, the United States, the United Kingdom, Singapore and Australia. The UAE was 

ranked number 31 in 2017 and has jumped to number 21 in 2019. While the United States, 

Ireland, and Australia have well developed agricultural sectors and an enabling climate, 

Singapore presents an outlying case. Similar to the UAE, Singapore has limited agricultural 

land, is reliant on imports, and has insufficient domestic agricultural production. For these 

reasons, Singapore presents an interesting comparative case for the UAE.  A comparison of 

these countries’ policies gives us insights into best practices that can improve the UAE’s 

food security strategies and policies. The UAE itself has made substantial investments 

towards its food security and its benefits from a number of key strengths that have made it 

food secure. Strong diplomatic and trade relations, easy access to trade markets, and 

well-functioning trade ports have enabled easy access to food supplies through food import 

strategies. 



United Arab Emirates has a robust food security vision.  There are three components of 

UAE’s Food Security. 1. National Council for Food Security  2. National Food Security 

Strategy which wants UAE to become number 1 food secure country in 2051  and a  massive 

‘Ag-Tech accelerator program with over 50 stakeholders and 10 new Ag-tech initiatives.  

Emirates National Food Security Strategy 2051 with an ambitious target to reach within the 

top 10 by 2021 and numero uno position in 2051 from the current position of 21 in the 

Global Food Security Index. The strategy has 5 pillars firstly UAE will position itself as a  

global hub for agri-business trade and diversifying its food import sources and secondly 

increase local production of food multifold by investing heavily in cutting edge 

ag-technology but without compromising on sustainability and water footprints. Third and a 

very important strategy is to reduce the food loss and waste at the all levels of food supply 

chain and fourth point is to ensure and enhance food safety and improving nutritional 

aspects of food consumption. The final and probably most important strategy for an arid and 

import-dependent nation like UAE is to enhance capacity to respond to food security risks 

and crises. Learning smartly from the food supply shocks in the aftermath of the financial 

crisis in 2007 UAE has become a shining example of keeping the food supply chains function 

in the ongoing  COVID-19 crisis.



One-year-old Emirates Food Security Council, chaired by UAE Federal Minister of Food 

Security & Climate Change HE Mariam Bint Mohammed Almheiri, is an exemplary initiative of 

inclusive leadership. This council is made up of members from Ministry of Economy, Ministry 

of Climate Change and the Environment, Ministry of Energy and Industry, Ministry of Health 

and Prevention, Ministry of Education, National Emergency and Crisis, Disasters 

Management Authority and delegates from the local government of each of the seven 

emirates of the UAE and public & private sector food security advisory committees. An 

important mandate of this high powered council is set the investment agenda for the food 

sector, both in the UAE and abroad. 



The relationship between the UAE and India is one of the success stories of undeniable 

geopolitical importance. Although the UAE's commercial relationship with India goes back 

thousands of years, it has, from five years ago, transformed itself from a traditional trade 

relationship into a comprehensive strategic partnership. 



India is the UAE’s second-largest trade partner with annual trade between India and the 

UAE crossing $ 59 billion with Indian exports worth $33.3 billion to the UAE and $26 billion 

worth of UAE’s exports to India. The new goal set by both sides is to boost trade by 60 per 

cent by 2020 making India - UAE as the largest trade partners. Trade between the UAE and 

India could be valued at around $100 billion in the next five years. With the food import in 

the UAE set to reach $400 billion in the coming decade, the UAE government is cognizant of 

the tangible and practical steps to ensure that any crisis does not lead to any scarcity in 

food supplies. India as one of the largest exporters of food items is well poised to help UAE 

meet its food security agenda and attract FDI. Returning the favour UAE significantly 

contributes to the Indian energy security as India’s sixth-largest supplier of crude oil. 

Looking ahead, relations between the two countries are expected to become more robust 

due to the strategic needs of both governments and their commitment to maintaining strong 

relations.
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